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Chronology of Florida Prehistory 
 
10,000-12,000 BCE—arrival of the first humans 
 
10,000-5,000 BCE– Early Archaic Period of mobile gatherers 
and hunters 
 
5,000-3,000 BCE—Middle Archaic—first permanent settlements 
along coasts and rivers 
 
3,000-500 BCE—Late Archaic—larger settlements, first pottery, 
widespread contacts 
 
500 BCE-1500 CE—Glades Sequence for South Florida—
emergence of Calusa, Tequesta, Matecumbe, contact and 
movement up to arrival of Europeans 
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Late Archaic 3000 BCE-500 BCE 
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Glades Series 500 BCE-1500 CE 







Reconstructed house on shell midden, FMNH 



Calusa art from Key Marco submerged contexts 



The Calusa were trading with 
inland sites near Lake 
Okeechobee, with the Everglades, 
and Keys 





Tree island formation 







Schwadron 2006 
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Test Pit # 2 









AD 1480-1660, 2 sigma range 





Lessons for Restoration Science 
 
*persistent human occupation and modification of the Everglades documented  
throughout its existence (6000 BP-present) 
 
*80-90% of tree islands in the Everglades have evidence of human occupation 
 
*human deposition of organic material with high phosphoric context likely contributed to 
tree island formation 
 
*modern Western preconceptions about the challenges of living in tropical environments 
have hindered scientific research on human occupation of tree islands 
 
*sea level rise will destroy this  
  heritage 
 
*restoration to when? 
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