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Summary I

I Model analysis suggests several historical minima

I At least 2 previous pairs of events have occurred

I Events show substantial meridional coherence

I Some show northward propagation, due to τx
anomalies

I Events frequently correlate with negative NAO

I Pairs of events appear to correlate with negative AO
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Summary II

I Atmospheric conditions (SAT, SLP) over Eurasia
important for establishing AO conditions in 2009/10
(Cohen et al (2010) GRL)

I Re-emergence of Atlantic SST anomalies may
explain persistence of negative NAO state for
consecutive events during 68/69 and 09/10, but not
for 77/78

I Memory from Arctic Ice cover (Deser et al 2007,
Strey et al 2010) or snow cover over Siberia (Peings
et al 2012) may also contribute to persistence
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